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The following group project is to be worked on by no more than four  students. 
You may use any materials you think may be useful in solving the problems but 
you may not ask anyone for help other than the people you have chosen to work 
together. This means you may not ask a tutor or any person other than those in 
your immediate group for help. 
 
You are to type a response to the problem presented backing up your 
conclusions with mathematical reasoning, formulas, and solutions. Your grade 
will depend on how well you communicate your response as well as the accuracy 
of the conclusions. . This project will be scored using the rubric on the last page 
of this document. 
 
Please sign and date here to indicate that you have read and agree to abide by 
the above mentioned stipulations. 
 
 
_________________________________ _________________________ 
Student Name #1     Date 
 
 
 
_________________________________ _________________________ 
Student Name #2     Date 
 
 
 
_________________________________ _________________________ 
Student Name #3     Date 
 
 
 
_________________________________ _________________________ 
Student Name #4     Date 
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Tiger Woods  
1 Hole-in-One Drive 
Orlando, FL  183672 
 
Chandler-Gilbert Community College 
MAT 221/MAT 216 Students 
7360 East Tahoe Avenue 
Mesa, AZ  85215 
 
Dear Calculus Students, 
 
Everyone knows that I have done very well at 
the collegiate ranks and on the PGA Tour but I 
want to let you in on something I have been 
considering for some time now.   You may be 
aware that I have been playing golf for virtually every one of my 25 years!   I 
wasn’t even out of the crib before I took an interest in golf when at six months of 
age I would watch my father, Earl Woods, hit balls into a net and would imitate 
his swing with my own clubs.  I appeared on the Mike Douglas show at the age of 
two when I putted with Bob Hope.  I had even shot a score of 48 for nine holes by 
the age of three!   I was also featured in Golf Digest when I was only five years 
old.   
 
Even though it has really been fun, I must admit that after all of these years I feel 
as if I have missed out on a lot of things outside of “golf world”.  I have spent 
countless hours in golf lessons, on the driving range, putting on the practice 
green, and playing in tournaments!   I just need a break!  Yes, I am considering 
taking a few years away from the tour and just enjoying myself.  I have put away 
quite a bit of cash and can’t imagine money being an issue but I would like to get 
your expert opinion since I have made many financial commitments.  By the way, 
I hope that you would be considerate enough to keep this hush-hush considering 
the magnitude of this decision if I do in fact “follow through” as they say!   
 
The following table gives you the yearly winnings that I have made over my 
career.   
 

Year Winnings 
1996 790,594 
1997 2,066,833 
1998 1,841,117 
1999 5,403,458 
2000 7,692,821 
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In order to make a wise decision, please answer the following questions 
regarding my financial situation: 
 
 If I decide to quit for the next three years, how much money can I expect to 

have lost each year?  Total over the three years?  
 Over my professional career, have my winnings increased every year? If not, 

has it increased on average over my career so far?  If so, how much and how 
can you tell? 

 Was the increase in winnings between the years 1996 to 1998 the same, on 
average, as that between the years 1998 and 2000?  What does this tell me 
about how the winnings rate changed or stayed the same? 

 Have my winnings been increasing/decreasing at the same rate each year?  If 
not, describe how my winnings have been increasing/decreasing. 

 What would you expect the rate of salary growth for the years 2001, 2002, 
and 2003 to be?  Explain how you determined these rates. 

 
When you have determined my financial situation, my accountants and I will be 
able to use that data to help us decide how much money I will have to do without.  
If it is too much, I guess I could always talk Nike or Wheaties into doing a few 
extra promotional sales with me.  I look forward to your prompt response by 
________________________ because I don’t want to go too long without 
making the announcement public. 
 
I really appreciate your help and good luck with your game! 
 
Fore! 
 

Tiger Woods 
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Writing Project Evaluation/Checklist 
Gateway checklist - these items must be present in order for the paper to be 
evaluated 
Yes No Expected Features 

  1.  Does this work meet the expectations for the presentation of 
technical work? 

  2.  Is the work all computer generated? 

  3.  Is there symbolic, numerical, and graphical support included in the 
work? 

  4.  Is the answer stated in a few complete sentences that stand on 
their own?  That is, is the summary satisfactory? 

  5.  Is there a description of the solution(s)?   

  6.  Is the noise (i.e. grammatical, punctuation, spelling, etc. errors) 
level low enough to not cause communication problems? 

  7.  Is the project free of major errors? 

  8.  Is acknowledgment given where it is due, if appropriate? 

  9.  Is there an attached page describing the contributions of the team 
members? 

 
Your final score will be calculated based on your performance on these features: 
Very 
Good 

Good  Poor  

   Clear summary of the problem to be solved 
• Introductory paragraph lays the background 

for the problem situation and its solution 
• Shows why the question(s) to be addressed 

are important 
   Precise and well-organized explanation of how the 

answer was found including 
• assumptions 
• algebraic (symbolic) support 
• graphical support 
• numerical support 
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Very 
Good 

Good  Poor Features 

   Solve the problem(s) that were originally asked so that 
there are no obvious errors in the solution.  Shows 
familiarity with the mathematical concepts and their 
appropriate use. 

   Use of graph mechanics including 
• labeled axes with units 
• labeled axis divisions 
• descriptive title 
• clear and descriptive legend 
• data points shown 

   Concluding paragraph summarizes the purpose of the 
project and the outcome.  Briefly closes the letter by 
stating any limitations or suggestions for improvement. 

   Style and readability demonstrates a quality of 
imagination and rigor that results in a distinctive project.  
The project shows a personal exploration. 

 
Comments on quality of submitted work and how any problems might be resolved. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Final Score:______________________________ 

 


