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Harry Potter Group Writing Project 
 

The following group project is to be worked on by no more than four  students. You may 
use any materials you think may be useful in solving the problems but you may not ask 
anyone for help other than the people you have chosen to work together. This means you 
may not ask a tutor or any person other than those in your immediate group for help. 
 
You are to type a letter of response to the problem presented backing up your conclusions 
with mathematical reasoning, formulas, and solutions. Your grade will depend on how 
well you communicate your response as well as the accuracy of the conclusions. This 
project will be scored on a 24-point rubric that is attached. 
 
Please sign and date here to indicate that you have read and agree to abide by the above 
mentioned stipulations. 
 
 
_________________________________ _________________________ 
Student Name #1     Date 
 
 
 
_________________________________ _________________________ 
Student Name #2     Date 
 
 
 
_________________________________ _________________________ 
Student Name #3     Date 
 
 
 
_________________________________ _________________________ 
Student Name #4     Date 
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A recent craze among children and adults alike is the Harry Potter book series.  Author 
J.K. Rowling has found a way to get kids and adults excited about reading.  It is amazing 
to see kids as young as 2nd grade reading a book containing 312 pages, as the first Harry 
Potter book did.  Each Harry Potter sequel contained more pages than the last and the 
most recent book, Harry Potter and the Order of the Phoenix, contains a whopping 870 
pages! 
 
Soon, books 6 and 7 of the series will be released.  Use the data given to answer the 
questions. 
 

Book Number of 
Pages 

Harry Potter and the Sorcerer's Stone 
(Book 1) 312 

Harry Potter and the Chamber of Secrets 
(Book 2) 341 

Harry Potter and the Prisoner of Azkaban 
(Book 3) 435 

Harry Potter and the Goblet of Fire     
(Book 4) 752 

Harry Potter and the Order of the Phoenix 
(Book 5) 870 

 
1.  Create a scatter plot of the data.   
2.  What did you use as the independent variable?  Why? 
3.  What did you use as the dependent variable?  Why? 
4.  Using the ideas from the EGaD Module, create a mathematical model(s) to 
 represent these data.  Provide reasons for why chose the particular model(s) you  
 chose. 
5.  What is the domain of this function?  What is the range?  Explain. 
6.  Using your model, predict how many pages Book 6 will have.  What about Book 7?   
7.  What do you think about the accuracy of your results?  Explain. 
8.   Can you think of any other way that you might predict how many pages the next to 
books will have?  Use this method and be prepared to explain. 
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Writing Project Evaluation/Checklist 

 
Gateway checklist - these items must be present in order for the paper to be evaluated 
 
Yes No Expected Features 

  1.  Does this work meet the expectations for the presentation of technical 
work? 

  2.  Is the work all computer generated? 

  3.  Is there symbolic, numerical, and graphical support included in the work? 

  4.  Is the answer stated in a few complete sentences that stand on their own?  
That is, is the summary satisfactory? 

  5.  Is there a description of the solution(s)?   

  6.  Is the noise (i.e. grammatical, punctuation, spelling, etc. errors) level low 
enough to not cause communication problems? 

  7.  Is the project free of major errors? 

  8.  Is acknowledgment given where it is due, if appropriate? 

  9.  Is there an attached page describing the contributions of the team 
members? 

 
Your final score will be calculated based on your performance on these features: 
Very 
Good 

Good  Poor  

   Clear summary of the problem to be solved 
• Introductory paragraph lays the background for the 

problem situation and its solution 
• Shows why the question(s) to be addressed are 

important 
   Precise and well-organized explanation of how the answer 
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was found including 
• assumptions 
• algebraic (symbolic) support 
• graphical support 
• numerical support 
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Very 
Good 

Good  Poor Features 

   Solve the problem(s) that were originally asked so that there 
are no obvious errors in the solution.  Shows familiarity with 
the mathematical concepts and their appropriate use. 

   Use of graph mechanics including 
• labeled axes with units 
• labeled axis divisions 
• descriptive title 
• clear and descriptive legend 
• data points shown 

   Concluding paragraph summarizes the purpose of the project 
and the outcome.  Briefly closes the letter by stating any 
limitations or suggestions for improvement. 

   Style and readability demonstrates a quality of imagination 
and rigor that results in a distinctive project.  The project 
shows a personal exploration. 

 
Comments on quality of submitted work and how any problems might be resolved 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 Scott Adamson and Trey Cox ©2003 

 

Final Score:______________________________ 
 
 


